






 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 
Through a series of site-based and virtual public education meetings, 

�lm, publication, and education projects scheduled through 2021, 

the 400 YAAHC has and will continue to feature and bene�t from the 

work of notable scholars and subject matter experts. To date, over 

1,500 virtual attendees have joined the Commission in exploring 

a variety of topics, including health education/research, the arts/ 

entertainment, economics, and criminal justice. 

Through �Writing A New History,� the Commission continues to 

acknowledge the impact that slavery and laws that enforced racial 

discrimination had on the United States. 

Through discretionary competition and special commemorative 

grants, the 400 YAAHC has awarded close to $1.5 million to over 

100 citadels of higher education, public institutions, historic sites, 

nonpro�ts, and cultural education program recipients in 25 states 

during FY20. 

June 19 (Juneteenth) to August 25, 2020: Mayors from over 400 

cities joined with the 400 YAAHC to stimulate unity by proclamation 

throughout the nation. Through this effort, the 400 YAAHC 

demonstrated its commitment to national synergies that support 

equal justice for all. 

By June 2021: Four hundred men, women, and youth across the 

nation receive the 400 Distinguished Award, recognizing ��rsts� 

in African American history, and hundreds of deeds known and 

less-known. Through this effort, the Commission will be able to 

ful�ll one of its primary legislative priorities: recognizing and 

highlighting the resilience and contributions of 400 African 

Americans across diverse �elds. 

The Road Ahead 
Interpretations of the past are forever open and subject to 

reconsideration; history is never �done.� We share the belief that 

history must not be perceived as a tightly bounded, single and 

unchanging �accurate� story, with one true signi�cance. In writing 

new history, we believe history to be an ongoing discovery process 

in which narratives change over time as generations develop new 

questions and concerns and multiple perspectives are explored. 

We must embrace the historical and contemporary reality that 

the content and meanings of American civic heritage are not self-

evident; they, too, are contested and evolving. We are challenged 

by changing perspectives in a complicated world. 

In writing new history, we must come to terms with the legacies 

of injustice, listen respectfully to others, develop empathy, and 

embrace multiple perspectives along the road to transformation. 

Excerpt from The Imperiled 

Promise: The State of History 

of the National Park Service. 

Organization of American 

Historians and National Park 

Service, 2011. 
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